
May 4, 2021 

Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 

Chairman Jacobson called the meeting to order at 9:15 a.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  All commissioners were 
present.   Pat Pfund representing the Norman County Index was also in attendance.     

Chairman Jacobson noted that Sarah Kjono would not be in attendance today to give her COVID update.  Chairman 
Jacobson asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.  A/T Hanson noted an addition of a Ditch 17 
Petition to use as an outlet which would be addressed under the Road & Bridge agenda.  She also noted she would 
be seeking approval of a late bill from Widseth.  Jeremy Thornton, Norman County Sheriff requested a few minutes 
to discuss a resignation received last night.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the agenda 
with the additions.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Chairman Jacobson then asked if commissioners had the chance to read the minutes of the April 15th meeting.  
Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the minutes as submitted.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the 
motion and all voted in favor.   

Norman County Sheriff, Jeremy Thornton, then addressed the board with a letter of resignation received from 
Halie Hause, full-time dispatcher, whose last day would be May 24, 2021.  Sheriff Thornton requested permission 
to advertise to fill this vacancy.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve advertising for this position.  
Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

The next item of discussion was a quote from Bat Pros to eliminate the problem of bats in the building.  
Commissioners felt that a quote of $20,000.00 was hard to swallow and asked for an additional quote.  The 
Building committee will do some research and look to get another quote for comparison.   

A/T Hanson then brought forward the invoice for Widseth, Smith, Nolting & Assoc Inc of Crookston for schematic 
design in conjunction with the proposed Highway Dept building project in the amount of $13,500.00.  
Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve payment of the Widseth invoice in the amount of $13,500.00.  
Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Chairman Jacobson then asked commissioners if they had reviewed the bills that were submitted electronically.  
Commissioner Redland made a motion to approve the bills as presented.   

Revenue - $6,947.28  Road & Bridge - $52,290.16  Building - $907.87 

Human Services - $200.50  County EDA - $874.91   Public Health - $8,108.80  

County Ditch - $23,195.00  County Homes - $3,682.18   TOTAL - $96,206.70 

Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

At this time Chairman Jacobson called for a break to return for the Ditch 65 hearing beginning at 10:00 a.m. 

At 10:00 a.m. Chairman Jacobson called the meeting back to order and turned the meeting over to Keith Berndt, 
Highway Engineer, to conduct the Ditch 65 Hearing.  There were six landowners/interested persons in attendance 
for the hearing.  Engineer Berndt discussed his findings and provided three estimates/options for cleaning the 
ditch and replacing needed culverts.  Discussion was on whether with the ditch having a 3:1 slope if a ramp area 
could be put in by the crossings at maybe a 5:1 slope so that a farmer could get in to actually mow the bottom of 
the ditch, and whether it was feasible to think that landowners would be able to do the seeding themselves and if 
it were possible to find a more reasonably priced seed.  The consensus of those in attendance was that they would 
like to see this done sooner than later, and to get bids including the seeding.  At 10:15 a.m. Chairman Jacobson 
closed the Ditch 65 Hearing.   

Keith Berndt, Highway Engineer, then addressed his agenda, beginning with a Ditch 33 petition received from 5 
landowners to authorize the county engineer to investigate drainage issues in Sections 19, 20 and 21 in Halstad 
Township.  Commissioner Redland made a motion to approve authorizing Engineer Berndt to investigate the 
drainage issues and come back with a report.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

The next item on Engineer Berndt’s agenda was a Petition to use County Ditch 17 as an outlet, received from 
Heartland Trust as trustee for Marlene Tommerdahl QTIP Trust, for land in Hegne Township, Section 35.  
Discussion ensued on this petition as the petitioner is not currently a benefited landowner in County Ditch 17.  
Engineer Berndt will investigate and prepare a report on whether County Ditch 17 can support the increased flow 
of water, etc.  Engineer Berndt requested to have a meeting with A/T Hanson, Attorney Brue and Kevin Ruud of 
WRWD along with himself to determine a best way to figure out how to determine an outlet fee and future fees 
for allowing use of a county ditch system as an outlet for tile drainage.  Commissioner Redland made a motion to 
set a hearing date for July 6th at 10:00 a.m. for the Petition to use Ditch 17 as an outlet, and 10:20 a.m. on July 6th 
as a hearing for the Ditch 8 Petition from Ben Kettner and Carol Liebl that had been submitted last year.  
Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.    



The next item of discussion was the CSAH 3 surfacing from the Red River to US Hwy 75.  Bids were opened on April 
20, 2021, with five bids received.  Engineer Berndt suggested the county accept the low bid from Knife River 
Materials of Bemidji in the amount of $757,782.08   Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to accept the bid 
from Knife River Materials at $757,782.08.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

The next item brought forward was the CSAH 3 Cold in Place Recycling from US 75 to TH 9.  Bids were opened on 
April 20th and Engineer Berndt recommended accepting the low bid from Anderson Construction of Brainerd in the 
amount of $2,454,380.73.  Commissioner Redland made a motion to accept the low bid from Anderson Brothers of 
Brainerd at $2,454,380.73.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Engineer Berndt then brought discussion forward regarding a request to use CSAH 40 as a haul road to bring 
material to Riverview Dairy.  Keith noted that he and Bob Ramstad had met with Riley Brothers of Morris, MN, the 
contractor, as well as dairy representatives to discuss a low area in CSAH 40.  The contractor would like to haul 
from a pit in section 35 of Fossum Township via CSAH 40.  At 20 tons per load, they are looking at 10,000 t 15,000 
truckloads of material.  The first 2 miles of CSAH 40 is gravel and has a ½ mile low area between two large 
wetlands.  The ½ mile section of road will not withstand that amount of truck traffic without significant work.  
Keith noted there has been discussion with the developer and contractor about the possibility of the contractor 
installing geotechnical fabric and a foot of aggregate over the ½ mile stretch.  The contractor understands this 
would likely be less expensive than hauling around on paved routes.  However, the contractor would like the 
county to consider some assistance with the road.  One option might be for the county to provide some gravel on 
the other 1 ½ miles of gravel road and require the contractor to complete the improvement at the ½ mile low area.  
Consensus of the board was to allow Keith to draft an agreement with the contractor as proposed.   

In closing, Engineer Berndt noted that the Coronavirus Response and Relief Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2021 
(CRRSAA) could likely provide Norman County with $164,000 in highway funding.   

At 10:45 a.m. Galen Cariveau, Human Resources, addressed the board with regard to the appointment of the 
Highway Engineer, explaining that Keith Berndt completed his probationary period in September 2020, and 
according to M.S. 163.07, the county board may appoint a new engineer for a period of one year.  All 
reappointments would then be for a four-year period.  Commissioner Redland made a motion to adopt CR 05-04-
2021-1 a Resolution for Appointment of Keith Berndt as Norman County Highway Engineer.  Commissioner 
Bommersbach seconded the motion and on roll call vote there were 5 yeas and 0 nays.  The resolution was 
adopted unanimously and a copy is on file in the Auditor/Treasurer’s Office.   

The next item brought forward by Mr. Cariveau was a staffing update in the Auditor/Treasurer’s Office noting that 
Angela Babler has resigned and accepted a position of Office Support Specialist in Social Services.  It is the 
recommendation of the County Auditor/Treasurer and the HR Office to not post the vacant Clerk 2 position at this 
time.  We would prefer to delay the hiring process to see what type of candidate pool we receive for the Deputy 
Auditor/Treasurer position currently being advertised.   

At 10:55 a.m. James Brue, County Attorney, addressed the board to see if they had any questions for him.  
Discussion regarding ditch petitions, outlet fees and future assessments with regard to tiling projects.  Attorney 
Brue stated that he has talked with Kevin Ruud at WRWD and he felt they had a good process that they use.   

At 11:05 a.m. David Stene, CFO, addressed the board with regard to the N4 Building Automation System along with 
Galen Ronngren, Application Engineer with Climate Control.  Mr. Ronngren explained that the annex 
heating/cooling system is unable to communicate with the computer control systems adequately to indicate 
failure of venting, heating, or cooling in individual rooms or if the system is working properly overall.  After an 
extended question and answer period, Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve an upgrade of the building 
automation system with an N4 EC-BOS-8 through Climate Control along with the additional 5-year purchase of 
software maintenance renewal to provide the county with 6 ½ years of software maintenance coverage.  
Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

At 11:28 a.m.  Chairman Jacobson adjourned the meeting.   

 

________________________________________ _______________________________________ 

Steve Jacobson, Chairman    Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer 


